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equipment. If desired, a skid or portable milking bail can be used in place
of the fixed milking parlour, being moved to various parts of the farm in the
summer months. When the animals are housed in the yards, the bail can
be used on an adjacent site standing on a concrete foundation.
The system has, of course, certain disadvantages, the chief of which is
perhaps the difficulty of isolating sick or ailing animals and the absence
of any means of disease control. This difficulty could be surmounted,
however, if such animals were removed to isolation boxes which should be
considered essential on any well-managed farm. Some critics of this type
of housing instance cases of bullying which have occurred owing to the
habits of master cows, unless de-horning is practised. Generally speaking,
very few animals in a herd possess this trait and, as such animals are in-
variably a nuisance, they should be disposed of. The advantages which
accrue from the employment of this system should not be disregarded on
account of one or two animals which possess bullying tendencies. The food
requirements of animals housed in yards are somewhat higher and it has
also been emphasised that the individual rationing of animals is well-nigh
impossible. The provision of separate troughs with some form of yoke for
each animal should prevent any difficulty arising, and indeed, many herds
, will feed comfortably side by side without interfering with each other's
feeding-stuffs. Further, it must be remembered that concentrates are fed
during milking operations while the division of the yard into sections will
allow animals of similar yields to be placed together, and this practice would
enable a suitable system of rationing to be practised. Finally, it must again
be emphasised that this method of housing can only be successfully practised
when an adequate supply of straw is available, otherwise both the yards
and their occupants will become fouled and insanitary.
As already indicated, milking must take place in a separate milking shed
or parlour which, with its attendant dairy, should be erected at a point
convenient to the yards. Milking sheds are considered in greater detail on
page 152, and dairies on page 164. Producers who have changed from the
cowshed system to housing in yards are emphatic that the method is ideal
and there is no doubt that its development is likely to be fairly rapid in the
future on account of building costs and the labour problem.
OPEN-AIR SYSTEM
In several districts where climatic and soil conditions are suitable,
permanent buildings may be dispensed with and the dairy herd permitted
to live in the open air and be milked throughout the entire year on the
pastures on which they graze. In many districts, however, this method of
maintenance is only employed during the summer months. This practice,
first introduced from New Zealand, is coupled with outdoor milking on the
bail system and was popularised in this country by Hosier, Many variations
of this latter method may be found in practice which are not always carried on
in a suitable manner. The animals ably withstand the cold winter weather
although the milk yield may be slightly reduced under extreme weather
conditions, but there is no doubt that milking in the fields, especially by
hand, can be open to serious objections unless great care is exercised. Water
of suitable purity is not always available in sufficient quantity and must of
necessity be carried in churns or other containers from the farm premises,
a requirement which often results in inadequate supplies being available.
The absence of a suitable supply of water will also preclude the proper